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On Sep. 2, the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) prohibited airlines from six Latin
American and Caribbean countries from landing in the US until those nations upgrade their safety
practices to meet the guidelines set by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The
FAA also announced plans to increase its supervision of airline practices in three other regional
countries because of safety concerns.
According to FAA representatives, the Aviation Administration and the US Department of
Transportation decided to focus more attention on safety practices by foreign airlines after a
Colombian jetliner crashed in New York in 1990, killing 73 people. The plane ran out of fuel while
waiting for clearance to land at Kennedy International Airport. After that crash, consumer groups
in the US began lobbying the FAA to enforce strict safety standards on all foreign airlines flying to
the US, since domestic airlines' rigid adherence to safety guidelines has substantially reduced their
passenger risk compared with that of foreign carriers. According to research and statistics compiled
by investigators at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the chances that an air traveler will be
killed are 25 times higher on a foreign carrier than on a domestic one.
"More than half of all international passengers are United States citizens," congressional
representative Robert A. Borski (D-PA), who heads the House Investigations and Oversight
subcommittee, told the New York Times. "We're the marketplace for the world. All we want is
the proper oversight." As a result, the FAA initiated a survey of safety procedures in 30 of the 93
countries that have commercial flights to the US to determine whether foreign aviation authorities
were meeting the safety requirements set by the ICAO, a United Nations agency whose rules are
less strict than those of the FAA. The survey reviewed compliance with all air safety guidelines, but
particularly focused on pilot training, aircraft maintenance, and air carrier certification. The survey
revealed substandard practices in 13 of the 30 countries studied. Consequently, the FAA decided to
prohibit the airlines of nine of those countries from landing in the US until they improve their safety
practices.
The ban affects six Latin American and three African nations: Belize, the Dominican Republic,
Gambia, Ghana, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Zaire. In addition, the FAA said
it will increase its supervision of four other countries Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and the
Netherlands Antilles- -although the airlines in those nations will still be allowed to land in the
US. The Aviation Administration's decision marks a dramatic reversal in FAA policies. Until now
airlines had only been prohibited from entering the US for political reasons, such as the trade
embargo against Cuba. FAA representatives say they hope the economic fallout from the ban will
encourage the affected airlines to follow safety guidelines. The sanctions, however, will probably
have the greatest impact on those countries whose economies depend on tourism, such as Belize
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and the Dominican Republic. Meanwhile, the FAA is continuing its survey of the 63 other countries
that have commercial flights to the US. The study is expected to be completed in late 1996.
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